
The following is a summary of  information provided by Diann Scott, President of West Lakes Association 

via their Facebook posts regarding the excessive weed growth: 

In late June, 2019, it was discovered that much of the reason for the slow drainage was due to virtually 

no flow in areas of the NBR Elkhart River just adjacent and downstream of the West Lakes, due to the 

presence of massive amount of vegetation. This was suspected to be a major reason why the water was 

not moving out of the lakes. Aquatic Weed Control (AWC), the contractor who will apply a weed spray in 

the Fall that West Lakes Association received a $13,000 grant as part of the 2019 LARE Program, looked 

into whether they could get the weeds treated more immediately. The LARE grant (to treat 50 acres) 

was issued for a particular chemical that can only be applied in the Fall. After contacting the DNR, AWC 

learned that the area could be treated with a different chemical, but without LARE funding. On 6/28/19, 

weed treatment was applied to 13 acres just past Duke’s Bridge at a cost of approximately $3,100 (not 

covered by LARE funding). Below is a treatment map with the area circled in red that shows the 13 

acres. The area with the hairpin-turn north and then back south was the main focus since that area was 

almost completely blocked with vegetation.  

On 7/15, Aquatic Weed Control inspected the results of the 6/28 weed treatment. 

They were pleasantly surprised and happy with the results. It has now created a very good opening in 

this area which was almost completely filled with vegetation prior to treatment. In addition to opening 

up the horseshoe area, it looks like the treatment opened up at least another 10 acres downstream. 

There is now about a 60 ft wide open swath downstream that was completely filled with vegetation 

before. They will closely monitor the weed growth and hopefully the next application could be made 

with the LARE Grant application and permit for Fall treatment. In addition to the weed control efforts, 

West Lakes has been involved in removing s downed trees and other logjams.  

 

 


